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As we step into the new year, we  are 
reminded of the power of possibility, 

growth, and community. The beginning 
of 2025 marks not just a calendar shift, 

but an opportunity to set intentions  
and embrace meaningful initiatives  that 

enrich lives and foster independence.  

In this special edition, we are thrilled to kick off another 12 months of
highlighting PTO’s activities ranging from life skills, from financial literacy,
general education, &  effective communication to cooking, gardening, and
more. At its heart, P.T.O. is about nurturing self-confidence and creating
pathways to independence. Our newsletter and social media pages highlight
the profound impact of such initiatives—not just in gaining practical skills,
but in building a sense of belonging and purpose. This program celebrates the
strength, resilience, and unique talents of every individual it serves.  

As you explore this issue, we invite you to reflect on how we, as a community,
can continue to create inclusive opportunities that help everyone thrive. Let’s
make 2025 a year of empowerment, compassion, and progress for all.  

Here’s to a new year filled with growth and boundless potential.  

                                   With gratitude,  

                    Your Friends at Pathways to Opportunity 
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Our new 2025 winter quarter advocacy council has been
voted in by their peers with the guidance of our friends at Lee
County Elections. President Stephanie, Vice President Dion,
Secretary Kelly and Treasurer Stephanie  are excited to start
leading group activities, outings & making a positive impact
over the next three months.  Please feel free to reach out
using the contact button on our website if you have any
questions or pointers for the Advocacy Council! 

Signing out with love from:
Your 2025 Winter Advocacy Council 
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🏀 Game Time! 🏀  

Our PTO Sports League has been practicing all month,
and now it’s time to put their skills to the test! Get

ready for the ultimate showdown as our participants
take on the admin team in an exciting basketball game.  

Who will take home the bragging rights? Find us on
Facebook to see some game highlights and results!
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WE L  VE
LEE COUNTY
ELECTIONS

This month we’d like to show gratitude to Juan and the whole Lee County Elections
crew! For years now they visit us like clock work to set up voting machines on site so

our participants get the full experience of voting and casting their ballots for peers on
official equipment! For many, this has opened up the possibility of voting in official
elections by eliminating the fear and hesitation that many of our participants may

experience at election time. The LCE crew is warm, welcoming and respectful and we
are forever grateful for their partnership! Thank you for BEING the difference!



Our friend Maranda,
the CEO of “Hair by
Maranda” came in
and gave the ladies
some much-needed

TLC! She worked her
magic with haircuts,

and everyone left
feeling refreshed

and confident. We
appreciate you

sharing your time
and talent with us! 

Contact: marandadouglas.glossgenius.com



Instructor Spotlight

U

MS. WEEZIEMS. WEEZIEMS. WEEZIE

LOUSIE AKA Weezie is an incredibly interactive and engaging
educator who excels at teaching participants essential skills in

math and money management. Her lessons are not only
informative but also enriching, as she introduces foreign

languages to broaden their horizons. Weezie's loving and caring
nature creates a supportive and nurturing environment, making
learning a truly enjoyable experience for everyone involved.!
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🌱 Farm Fresh Fun with STEMCAT FLORIDA! 🌱🌱 Farm Fresh Fun with STEMCAT FLORIDA! 🌱    

Our Green Thumbs gardening classOur Green Thumbs gardening class  
enjoyed an amazing hands-on experienceenjoyed an amazing hands-on experience  

at the StemcatFL community gardenat the StemcatFL community garden  
with Dr. Jessie Bryson!with Dr. Jessie Bryson!      

For our first session we pFor our first session we picked freshicked fresh  
greens and kale, fed the chickens and fish,greens and kale, fed the chickens and fish,
learned about aquaponics (our word of thelearned about aquaponics (our word of the

day!), adopted tomato plant gardenday!), adopted tomato plant garden  
beds to care for each sessionbeds to care for each session    

We are so excited to grow alongsideWe are so excited to grow alongside
  this wonderful partnership as the teamthis wonderful partnership as the team
teaches our participants not only how toteaches our participants not only how to

harvest food and eat healthy but also howharvest food and eat healthy but also how
help to others with food sustainability!help to others with food sustainability!



As we celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., we asked our Pathways to

Opportunity participants to share their dreams.

Dr. King believed in the power of dreams to inspire
change and create a better world. Hearing our
participants' aspirations reminds us that every

dream is worth pursuing, and together, we can make
them a reality.

Let’s keep his legacy alive by fostering hope,
inclusion, and equality for all.

 Visit our Facebook page or CLICK HERE to WATCH
OUR PARTICIPANT VIDEO. 
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HAT DAY
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www.PathwaysToOpportunity.com

239-823-1625   OR  239-995-2106

PTOAdmin@goodwillswfl.org

5100 Tice St. #D, Fort Myers, FL 33905

facebook.com/PathwaysToOpportunity

@Pathways_To_Opportunity

@Pathways_To_Opportunity

mailto:jessicaavalos@goodwillswfl.org
https://www.facebook.com/PathwaystoOpportunity/

